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Policy Updates on RA 8749

Policy Statements

Memorandum dated 
18 June 2020:

Submission of 
QAQCP 30 Days 
Prior to Conduct of 
RATA

Memorandum dated 
02 March  2021:

Submission of 
Documents 
Relative to CY 2020 
Airshed 
Accomplishments

Memorandum dated 
02 June 2021:

Requiring all 
Crematoria to 
Install Sampling 
Port and Provide 
Environmental 
Monitoring Plan

Memorandum dated 
March 28, 2022: 

Directive to Require 
Firms to Provide 
Contingency Plan 
for Operational 
Problems of 
CEMS/COMS 



HIGHLIGHT/S

• Pursuant to DAO 2007-22, Guidelines on the requirements for CEMS and other acceptable 
protocols, prior to the installation of CEMS and conduct of RATA, a quarterly assurance and 
quality control plan (QAP) must be submitted to EMB RO which include the following 
information. 
✓ Site  location of the sampling port
✓ Technical descriptions of the monitoring instrument
✓ Description of the Data acquisition System
✓ Information and drawings with regard to monitor specification
✓ Brochure and operations manual/ recommended audit and calibration method; and 
✓ A schedule of testing for certification of the system

Memorandum dated 18 June 2020
Addendum to the Directive to  Require RATA Providers to Submit Quality Assurance 
and Quality Control Action Plan at least 30 days prior to conduct of audit
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HIGHLIGHT/S

• Requiring all Regional Offices to provide updates of the status of designation of 
attainment and non-attainment airshed areas to the EMB CO. 

HIGHLIGHT/S
• Require all crematoria PCO to  submit an updated EMP to include mitigation measures 

in controlling visible and harmful emission. 
• Require crematoria owners to consider installation of APCD among those mitigating 

measures to address the same. 

Memorandum dated March 2, 2021
Submission of Documents Relative to CY 2020 Airshed Accomplishments

Memorandum dated 2 June 2021
Requiring all Crematoria PCO to submit an updated EMP to address harmful 
emission in line with the pandemic Situation and to Install EMB prescribed Sampling 
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HIGHLIGHT/S

• Firms shall have procedures and protocols in cases of excess emission, pollution 
control devices breakdown, and other related emergency conditions that may 
affect the emission.

• Require all firms to provide contingency plan (such as immediate Stack Testing, use 
of EMB approved portable CEMS analyzer as a temporary measure to fill up monitoring 
data while waiting for the repair of said equipment) to be incorporated in their EMoP, 
addressing CEMS/COMS operational problems. 

Memorandum dated March 28, 2022
Directive to Require Firms to Provide Contingency Plan for Operational 
Problems of CEMS/COMS 
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New Policy Issuances
POLICY NO TITLE

DAO 2020 – 14 Establishing the Breakpoints for PM 2.5 AQI and amending Section 5(a) of DAO 
2013-13  Establishing the Provisional National Ambient Air Quality Guideline 
Values for PM 2.5

MC 2020 – 17 OPMS – PTO v2 
MC 2021 – 02 Remote Site Activities
MC 2021 – 06 Siting Criteria of Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Equipment
MC 2021 – 07 Data Handling for Criteria Air Pollutants
MC 2021 – 14 CEMS/COMS Connection to EMB DAHS
MC 2021 – 15 Clarifying Requirements under Section 14 of Rule XIX of DAO 2000-81 ) O2 

Correction Factor
MC 2022 – 003 Amending Section 5 of MC  2016-081 Relative to the Issuance of PTO  to all 

Standby Genset Generator Sets without requiring Source Emission Testing. 
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HIGHLIGHT/S
• The AQI breakpoints shall describe the six (6) 

levels of air quality for PM 2.5 and their cautionary 
statements for general public.

• The provisional guideline values for PM2.5 is 
amended

Amended guideline values for PM2.5 

AQI Breakpoints 

Pollutant Short-term¹ Long-term² Implementation Period

µg/Neu.m Averaging 
Time

µg/Neu.m Averaging 
Time

PM2.5 35³ 24 hours 25³ 1 year Upon effectivity date of 
the DAO

EMB Memorandum Circular 2020-14
Establishing the Breakpoints for PM 2.5 AQI and 
amending Section 5(a) of DAO 2013-13  Establishing 
the Provisional National Ambient Air Quality 
Guideline Values for PM 2.5



HIGHLIGHT/S
To adopt a zero contact policy, the 
acceptance of applications for and 
issuance of PTO for APSI/APSE through 
the OPMS is hereby adopted. 

Memorandum Circular 2020-17
Guidelines for issuance of PTO for APSI 
through Online Permitting and 
Monitoring Systems (OPMS)
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OPMS Permit to Operate (PTO) v2

HIGHLIGHT/S
To adopt a zero contact policy, the acceptance 
of applications for and issuance of PTO for 
APSI/APSE through the OPMS is hereby adopted. 

Memorandum Circular 2020-17
Guidelines for issuance of PTO for APSI 
through Online Permitting and 
Monitoring Systems (OPMS)
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ONLINE PERMITTING AND MONITORING SYSTEM (OPMS) 
PERMIT TO OPERATE (PTO) v2

Default Receiver- 2 days
Case handler-5 days
Section chief-4 days
Div Chief-4 days 
assessment. + 1 day 
payment
RD- 2 days
Total -18 days





Memorandum Circular 2020-17
Guidelines for issuance of PTO for APSI through Online Permitting and Monitoring 
Systems (OPMS)

APSE Exempted (NOT REQUIRED) from Securing PTO:

FUEL BURNING APSE NON-FUEL BURNING APSE

• Generators (1-15 kW)
• Off-road vehicles (Forklift, 

bulldozer, Backhoe)
• Lawn-mower

Equipment used in small scale operations:
• Electric-powered Manual and CNC Lathe Machines, Mills, Grinders, 

Drill press, Welding machine, CNC Laser cutting and other laser 
machines, Metal Forming Eqpt, Pipe bender, Mechanical press, Punch 
machine 

• Electric-powered equipment/tools:
- Circular saws            - Oven
- Welding machines   - Soldering irons
- Air compressors       - Exhaust ventilation
- Core builder (for saw mills)
- Dry plastic grinder (for plastic plant)
- Strip cutter (for saw mills)
- Single pass type rice/corn mill (<50 cavans/day)
- Hand-held and manual tools 

(max of 5 units per establishment)
• Non-odorous storage tank (water / oxygen)
• Day tank storage (<1 m3, example: fuel tank) 
• Dispensing pumps and nozzles in fuel refilling stations



HIGHLIGHT/S
• The conduct of site activities shall be done remotely through available platforms (i.e., MS Teams, Zoom, etc.)
• Issue a Notice to Conduct of Remote Site Activity to the concerned party  at least 7 working days ahead.
• Conduct of: 

✓ Entry meeting with the concerned party to discuss the purpose of the activity, areas subject to remote 
monitoring, validation, inspection, assessment, and any restrictions. Review of pertinent documents during 
the entry meeting.

✓ Remote Site activities following the prescribed guidelines (in Annex C for RA 8749)
✓ Exit meeting to discuss the summary of findings and a timeline of the corrective actions. A follow-up remote 

site activity may be scheduled, or submission of corrective action report may be requested from the 
concerned party.

Memorandum  Circular 2021 -02
Adoption of interim protocols in the conduct of remote site activities in the 
implementation of all laws  under the mandate of the EMB during the COVID 19 
Pandemic
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CONDUCT OF REMOTE SITE ACTIVITIES 



HIGHLIGHT/S

• The Bureau adopts this Manual to guide the regional offices in selecting the appropriate 
site (s) for respective Air Quality  Monitoring Stations, including technical specifications

EMB Memorandum Circular 2021-06
Adoption of the Manual for Siting and Design  of Air Quality  Monitoring Stations

EMB Memorandum Circular 2021-07
Adoption of the Manual on Data Handling Protocol for Criteria Pollutants

HIGHLIGHT/S

• To adopt a uniform procedure in data handling of Ambient Air Quality Monitoring, this MC 
is adopted to provide the Regional Offices guidance in evaluating the concentration of 
Criteria  Air Pollutants measured from the Air Quality Monitoring Station of EMB. zero contact 
policy, the acceptance of applications for and issuance of PTO for APSI/APSE through the 
OPMS is hereby adopted. 
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MC 2021 – 06 Siting Criteria



POINT-SOURCE MONITORING

18



SITING CRITERIA FOR OPEN-PATH 
MONITORING STATIONS



MC 2021 – 07 Data Handling



HIGHLIGHT/S

• Requires all firms with operating CEMS /COMS to  
to transmit  data, in real-time, to the EMB-DAHS 
server for validation. 

• The EMB-RO shall forward the data to the EMB-CO 
FTP server for record-keeping. 

• The EMB RO through the PISMU shall coordinate 
with concerned firms to facilitate the secured 
connection of the CEMS/COMS DAHS to the EMB 
DAHS server. 

• The transmission of data shall be configured to 
have Zero-Data Loss.

CEMS/COMS Data Standard format

Memorandum  Circular 2021 -14
Establishment of an Integrated Air Quality Network Center using a Uniform Data 
Acquisition and Handling System (DAHS) which shall act as Repository of Firms with 
CEMS/COMS
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Real-Time Submission and Enforcement 
System for CEMS / COMS of Major 
Sources

Data Acquisition and Handling System (Implementation of MC 2020-003) 
CEMS / CAAQMS Monitoring



Memorandum  Circular 2021 -14
Establishment of an Integrated Air Quality Network Center using a Uniform Data 
Acquisition and Handling System (DAHS) which shall act as Repository of Firms with 
CEMS/COMS

ANNEXES Annex Title/Content
Annex A Prerequisites for Firms with CEMS/COMS to EMB 

DAHS
Annex C CEMS/COMS Concentration

Data Handling of CEMS/COMS Exceedances
Annex D Emission Averaging for Opacity, PM, Nox, Sox and 

CO
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ACTIONS TAKEN IN CASE OF EXCEEDANCE
STEPS
1. Exceedance detected by the DAHS
2. Email SCO to proponent
3. Proponent to submit Explanation in 24 

hrs
4. If no explanation, Exceedance shall be 

considered Legitimate
5. Endorsement to PAB

Memorandum  Circular 2021 -14
Establishment of an Integrated Air Quality Network Center using a Uniform Data 
Acquisition and Handling System (DAHS) which shall act as Repository of Firms with 
CEMS/COMS
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HIGHLIGHT/S

• Upon renewal of PTO, the EMB –Regional Offices shall apply the use of correction factors as 
a permit condition 

Correction Factors for Fuel Burning Equipment  

Memorandum  Circular 2021 -15
Clarifying Requirements under Section 14 of Rule XIX of DAO 2000-81 ) O2 Correction 
Factor
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HIGHLIGHT/S

Standby Gensets are not required to conduct source emission testing regardless of capacity 
under the following circumstances:
• Operating < 200hrs /yr provided  it operates < 3 hrs /day and  3 days per week ( Hotels, Malls, 

Banks, Buildings, Schools, Telecom Towers, Fuel dispensing facility, manufacturing firms)
• During 

a. Emergency Hospital Operations
b. Rescue and Medical Mission related to National Calamities
c. Conflict Areas  (wars, Terrorist, Attacks
d. All activities affecting National Security.

Submission of approved estimation method, schedule and duration of preventive 
maintenance and records of power interruption. In lieu of emission testing. 

Memorandum  Circular 2022-03
Amending Section 5 of MC 2016-008 Relative to the Issuance of PTO to all standby 
Generators sets G.S. without requiring Source Emission Testing 
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SAMPLING REQUIREMENTS FOR RENEWAL OF PTO-APSE

27

Reference: MC 2007-03

Standby Gensets* EXEMPTED FROM TESTING
Less than 200 Hours annually // Less than 3 hrs/day or >3 days/wk

Reference: MC 2022-03

Memorandum  Circular 2022-03
Amending Section 5 of MC 2016-008 Relative to the Issuance of PTO to all standby 
Generators sets G.S. without requiring Source Emission Testing 

Policy Updates on RA 8749



A. Stationary Sources
1. Emission Charge System
2. Policy on Market Based Instruments
3. Emission Averaging of Existing Sources
4. Manual of Air Pollution Source Installation in Preparation for inclusion in the 

OPMS – PTO v3
5. Development of Observation Manual for Conduct of CEMS Audit Procedures 
6. Updating of Best Available Control Technologies (BACT) and MC 2008 – 005: 

Air Pollution Control Facilities
7. Guidelines for Accreditation of CEMS/COMS Audit Service Providers
8. Review /Updating of National Emission Standards for Source Specific Air 

Pollutants to Mass Emission Rate Standards (MERS)
9. Development of Hazardous Ambient Air Quality Guideline Values and 

Standards (SLCP such as Black Carbon and PM2.5, PAHs, Heavy Metals (As, 
Cd, Pb, etc.) 

Way Forward / Future Policies



A. Stationary Sources
10. Guidelines on Emissions Averaging of Facilities Using Non-Burn Technologies
11. Guidelines on Industrial /Commercial Establishment Inspection and Monitoring (Checklist for 

CEMS/COMS Audit, Stack Sampling, Ambient Monitoring, Source Apportionment / Chemical 
Fingerprinting)

12. Improvement of Online SMR Evaluation
13. Online Stack Sampling Test Plan and Data Sheet Generation
14. Online Emission Inventory Platform
15. Online Accreditation of 3rd Party Stack Testers
16. Online CEMS RATA submission and evaluation
17. Development of Local Emission Factors for MVs and Stationary Sources
18. 10-Year Air Quality Roadmap consistent with the 10-Year NDC Target (2020 – 2030), 10-Year 

NEHAP Action Plan (2023 – 2033), Philippine Energy Plan (2020 – 2040), Comprehensive 
Roadmap for Electric Vehicle Industry of Section 6 (RA 11697) 

19. Review of the Manual for Siting and Data Handling of Ambient  Air Quality Stations and Data (MC 
2021 -06 and MC 2021-07)

B. Mobile Source
1. MV Euro Emission and Fuel Standards RoadMap
2. CREVI RA 11697- 5% EV share for Govt and Private Firms

Way Forward / Future Policies



Thanks for Your Attention!

Contact Information
Telephone: (632) 927-15-17 / (632) 928-37-15
E-mail: mail@emb.gov.ph
Website: http://www.emb.gov.ph

It’s one small step for man, one 

giant leap for mankind.”

- Neil Armstrong


